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2 A Visual Notation for Network Diagrams in Biology

SBGM.org is the global portal for documentation, news, and other infarmation about
the Systems Biology Graphical Motation (SBGM) project, an effort to standardize the

graphical notation used in diagrams of biochemical and cellular processes
Q studied in systems biology.

@é \- Standardizing the diagrammatic notation is crucial for more efficient and accurate
9 9 transmission of biological knowledge between different research communities in the
expanding field of systems biology. Motations traditionally used by researchers and
E} software have been informal, idiosyneratic and highly variable, Until SBGHM, there has
been no standard agreed-upon convention defining precisely how to draw
@' biochemical interaction diagrams in a regular and systematic way that helps readers
interpret them consistently and unamhbiguously,

SBGHN defines a comprehensive set of symbols with precise semantics, together
with detailed syntactic rules defining their use and how diagrams are to be
interpreted. By standardizing the visual notation, SEGN can serve as a bridge
between different communities in research, education, publishing, and more. The real
payoff will come when researchers are as familiar with the notation as electronics
enginears are familiar with the notation of circuit schematics, If researchears are
saved the time and effort required to familiarize themselves with different notations,

- SBGN News they can spend more time thinking about the biclogy being depicted.

(23 Aug.'08) The first sBGN On this site, you can browse some example diagrams to get a feeling for SEGHM, read
Process Diagrams Level 1 the SBGM specification documents , join online discussions, see current working
specification is out! Download documents in the SEGN wiki, and much maore,

the specification and tell us
what vou think! SBGN is the work of many people. It would not have been possible without the

generous support of multiple organizations over the years, for which we are very
thanlful,
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EMBL-EBI | i Proposed governance structure

= Five editors, elected for 3 years. One editor cannot serve
several continuous terms

m  Current editors have not been elected, and will be
progressively replaced by elected ones
Nicolas Le Novere (UK/DE)
Stuart Moodie (UK)
Anatoly Sorokin (UK)
Michael Hucka (US)
Falk Schreiber (DE)
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EMBL-EBI i Timeline

m 23 August 2008: public release of SBGN Progress Diagram
Level 1

m 16-17 October 2008: 4™ SBGN forum ... now
m 5 months discussion on ER and AF L1 drafts, plus PD L1.1

m March 31, April 1 2008: Editors meet, and “try” to put
together complete drafts of SBGN ER L1, AF L1

= April 5-9 2008: 3" SBGN “Hackathon” in Waiheke Island,
near Auckland. Tightening of the specs, implementations of
PD L1(.1) etc.

m 3 months of community consultation
m August 2009 @ ICSB: release of AF L1 and ER L1
= August 2009 @ ICSB: 5" SBGN forum
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